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SUBJECT: UPDATE ON CYCLONE DAMAGE: SHOULD USG OFFER HELP? 

REP: MUSCAT 09 18 

1. PEACE CORPS OFFICE HAS WORD THAT VOLUNTEERS IN TOWN 
OF SUR ARE SAPE. PEACE CORPS REPORTS THAT SUR SUPFERED 
NO MAJOR DAMAGE FROM STORN, ALTHOUGH 35 HOUSES IN TWO 
NEARBY VILLAGES WERE FLOODED, DISLODGING INHABITANTS AT 
LEAST TEMPORARILY. NOBODY HURT. 

2. COMMANDER OF SULTANATE OP OMAN AIR FORCE (SOAF), 

COMMODORE ERIC BENNETT, CONFIRMS THAT VILLAGE OF BURASTI 
HUTS ON MASIRAH ISLAND WAS "DESTROYED." HE PUTS NUMBER 
OF PEOPLE HOMELESS AT 700 TO 1,000. SOAF HAS INSTALLED 
TENTS TO QUARTER THEM OVER COMING PERIOD AND IS FEEDING 
THEM FROM MILITARY SUPPLIES. 

3. ACCORDING TO BENNETT, NO DAMAGE WAS SUSTAINED BY 
AIRCRAFT ON MASIRAH. SOME BUILDINGS AT SOAF TRAINING 
CENTER HAD ROOFS BLOWN OFF, BUT CENTER REMAINS FUNCTIONAL 
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AND REPAIRS CAN BE RAPID. 

4. BENNETT BELIEVES SOAF CAN HANDLE EMERGENCY SITUATION ON 
MASIRAH, BUT HE SAID ASSISTANCE WAS COMING FROM MILITARY 
STOCKS AND FEEDING THE VILLAGERS IS A HEADACHE. IN HIS VIEW, 

A USG OFFER OP HELP TO THE OMANGOV "WOULD BE WELCOME." 

MOST USEFUL WOULD BE WHAT HE TERMED "PHASE TWO" AID, BY WHICH 
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HE MEANT HELP IN GETTING VILLAGERS OUT OE THE TENTS AND, 
POSSIBLEY, SUPPLEMENTARY EOOD. 

5. WE HAVE MADE NO COMMITMENT TO BENNETT OR ANYONE ELSE. 

WE THINK IT WOULD BE USEEUL, HOWEVER, EOR USG TO CONSIDER A 
TIMELY OEEER OE EOOD OR MORE SUBSTANTIAL TEMPORARY QUARTERS 

THAN TENTS. MEDICAL SUPPLIES MIGHT ALSO BE SUITABLE, 

ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NOT HEARD OF ANY PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEM. 

WE WOULD NOT RECOMMEND HELP IN BUILDING PERMANENT STRUCTURES 
EOR VILLAGERS, AS THAT GETS BEYOND EMERGENCY HELP INTO 
DEVELOPMENT AREA THAT WE BELIEVE OMANGOV CAN HANDLE 
ITSELF. WE WILL BE GUIDED BY DEPARTMENT AND WILL NOT APPROACH 
OMANGOV UNLESS INSTRUCTED. NEEDLESS TO SAY, AID SHOULD 
NOT BE COMMITTED UNTIL OEEER IS MADE AND OMANGOV ACCEPTS, FOR 
DESPITE BENNETT'S VIEW IT IS POSSIBLE OMANI AUTHORITIES WILL 
CONSIDER OUTSIDE HELP UNNECESSARY. 

6. BARRING FURTHER SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION ON EFFECTS OE 
STORM, WE ANTICIPATE NO FURTHER UPDATE REPORTS. 

SIZER 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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